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The Ron Clark Academy is a model school with a vision to transform classrooms 
around the world by demonstrating transformative methods and techniques that 
are embraced and replicated everywhere.   

Since our school’s inception, more than 70,000 superintendents, district level 
administrators, and teachers from around the world have participated 
in the RCA Experience to learn better ways to engage students, promote academic 
rigor, and create a climate and culture that promotes success. 

Founded
Fall 2007 by Ron Clark and 
Kim Bearden

Location
Southeast Atlanta, Georgia

Enrollment
150 students, Grades 4th–8th 

Travel
We believe that integrating travel 
into the curriculum creates 
global citizens.

Educator Training Program
Over 15,000 educators visit RCA 
each year to learn our strategies 
and observe our classrooms.

Volunteers
Parent volunteers are essential to our 
school programs. Parents are required 
to volunteer 40 hours a year. 

Energy
We believe in using music, movement, 
and creativity to add energy to lessons

After School Programs
Soccer, tennis, golf, double-dutch, 
tutoring, dance and more 

Teams & Clubs
• Basketball and Cheerleading
• Essentials Step Team
• Model United Nations Team
• Robotics
• Ya Heard Poets

House System
Our school is divided into four houses 
to create unique communities. 
Houses include: 
• Altruismo (black house) Givers
• Amistad (red house) Friendship
• Isibindi (green house) Courage
• Rêveur (blue house) Dreamers

RCA GRADUATES
Class of 2010-2019

245
CURRENT RCA 

STUDENTS
Class of 2020-2024 

150
OF RCA GRADUATES

ATTEND COLLEGE OR 
SERVE IN THE MILITARY

90 %



WELCOME TO OUR SCHOOL. 
OUR WORLD.

OUR MISSION
To deliver the highest quality educational experience where global citizens 

are born through advanced rigor, engaging teaching methods, 

and a passionate climate and culture.

7th Grade in Athens, Greece
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Ron Clark
Cofounder

Dear Friends of RCA, 
Amazing things are happening! As we approach our 13th 
year in operation, the growth, excitement and energy at 
RCA are greater than ever, and as we look to the future, 
there is even more excitementa ahead! We have broken 
ground on a state-of-the-art performing arts center, we 
are adding 4th graders to our student body, and we have 
hired new staff who are sure to bring their own special 
spark to our dynamic team. At every turn our alumni are 
making us proud. From Zyan Wynn receiving the Gates 
Scholarship and deciding to attend Princeton to Brandon 
Benn choosing to make his mark at Yale, there is so much 
great news to share!
 
When we first opened RCA in 2007, we envisioned that 
we might someday have as many as 60 teachers a day 
who would attend training. Now, we are training over 600 
teachers a day, and we have currently trained over 60,000 
educators within our halls. Those educators affect the 
lives of millions of students daily, and 96% of attendees 
say that they still use our methods and techniques in their 
classrooms, long after they have received our training. 
We had a goal to start a revolution in the education 
profession, and it is happening!  
The dream is coming true!

Kim Bearden
Cofounder
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YEAR IN REVIEW
2018-2019

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
Seventh grader Naima Johnson was named the 2019 RCA 
Amazing Shake™ Champion. She became the �rst RCA 
student to win the annual school-wide competition two 
years in a row.
 
Eighth grader Sydney Pettigrew earned the title of 2019
Amazing Shake™ National Champion, competing against 
266 students from across the country and around the world.
 
Eighth graders Keanen Andrews and Faith Sonime, each 
earned the award for Outstanding Conference Delegate 
(highest individual award) at Augusta University’s Model 
United Nations Conference.

LEARNING BEYOND THE 
CLASSROOM WALLS
The 7th grade students traveled to Greece and Italy to bring 
their in-school lessons about history, art, and culture to life. 

The 8th grade class raised over $15,000 in donations to 
bene�t several South African schools, two orphanages, and 
the Kliptown Youth Program during their trip to South Africa.

RCA Advisory Council member Jeff Anderson invited the
6th grade class of 2021 to a cabin retreat in Park City, 
Utah where they toured Temple Square, experienced the 
Tabernacle Choir, and learned how to ski.

RCA’s class of 2020 participated in the 8th Annual Mall 
Math Marathon, orchestrated by math teacher, Dr. Valerie 
Camille Jones. Students took the knowledge gained from 
her lessons on consumer math and applied them to real-life 
scenarios while traveling throughout Lenox Mall.
 
TEAMS
After a successful season, RCA’s Lady Dragons basketball 
team won the league championship for the third year in a 
row.

RCA’s Blue Dragon Cheer Squad won �rst place for “Best 
Timeout Routine” at their �rst competition -- the Inferno Spirit 
Cheer & Dance Championships. Later in the year, the team 
won 1st place overall and were named Grand Champions for 
the Premier Sportz Group Cheer Competition.

RCA’s Robotics Team won the G3 Robotics Regional 
Robot Design Award and Core Values Award at their �rst 
competition of the year. A month later, the team won the 1st 
Place Champions Award and the Core Values Award at the 
Fernbank LINKS Super Regional Competition.

The top 11 students of RCA’s 2019 Amazing 
Shake™ visited Walt Disney World to compete in 
the �nals while visiting various attractions and 
landmarks.

For the �rst time ever, RCA had two teams of 
students, Team Switcharoo and Team Remainders, 
travel to Orlando, Florida for the �nals of the 
MATCHCOUNTS Video Challenge Competition. 
Team Switcharoo won �rst place with each team 
member receiving a $1,000 college scholarship.
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Ron Clark was one of 18 castaways on season 38 of 
the CBS tv show Survivor: Edge of Extinction. Since 
2000 he has been hooked on the game to outwit, 
outplay, and outlast. “I want to live the experience and 
share my journey with the ones I love. It would be a 
monumental moment in my life!” –Ron Clark 

RCA students welcomed Japanese exchange students 
from Wakayama Junior High School for a cultural 
exchange program. Students were paired with an RCA 
student to attend classes, after-school activities, and 
spend the night with their RCA house family. 

COMMUNITY 
On Comcast Cares Day, over 50 RCA family members 

volunteered with the Emerging 100 of Atlanta to beautify the 

campus of South Atlanta High School.

Our 7th grade and 8th grade boys attended a special 
screening at the National Center for Civil and Human Rights 
for the documentary about Representative John Lewis 
titled, Get In The Way!

The Essentials Step Team believes in service to others, so 
they jumped at the chance to help two local organizations. 
Homeless at Heart and the Nicholas House.

Atlanta Falcons football team ambassador, Mayor Keisha 
Lance Bottoms teamed up with RCA students to create a 
video in support of the Atlanta Falcons for #FalconsFriday.

The Class of 2019 was invited to a special screening for the 
�lm, The Hate U Give. Gabrielle Erawoc, 8th grader and 
yearbook editor, interviewed cast members and the book’s 
bestselling author, Angie Thomas, on the red carpet.

Ron Clark created the #GradingPapersChallenge – 
a musical challenge that invited educators from across the 
world to create entertaining videos while grading papers for 
their students. 

Seven students were surprised with a new bedroom 
as part of the Xtreme Bedroom Makeover. Special thanks 
to NAIOP Georgia, JE Dunn Construction, the Crisp family, 
Team #ScottStrong, SunTrust, Promethean and Vincent 
Young, and International Hotels Group.
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STAFF HIGHLIGHTS 
RCA cofounder, executive director, and language arts 
teacher, Kim Bearden, released her second book titled, 
Talk to Me, a guide on the 6 principles for improving 
communication.
 
RCA’s director of information technology and dean 
of students, Junior Bernadin, was featured in Atlanta 
magazine, Voyage ATL, and was also quoted on 
Forbes.com.

RCA’s senior director of development, Kirk Brown’s
Baby Shark baby announcement video went viral, 
amassing over 3 million views and was featured on O, 
Oprah Magazine, BET.com, and 11Alive News.

On May 7th, RCA cofounder Ron Clark released a revised 
and updated edition of his New York Times best-seller 
book, The Essential 55. The original release in 2003 sold 
over one million copies. 

EDUCATION REVOLUTION
We reached a milestone by hosting over 15,000 educators 
for training at RCA in one year.  

RCA will expand into a 4th–8th grade middle school. 
We of�cially accepted students for the Class of 2023 
(incoming 5th graders) and 2024 (incoming 4th graders).

RCA held its groundbreaking ceremony for the Ryan 
Marshall Performing Arts Center on May 22, 2019. 
Construction is underway with a grand opening expected 
in the spring of 2020. 



8    www.ronclarkacademy.com   Photography by JAmezqua

Mekhi Allen
Westlake High School

Jordan Barber
Maynard Jackson High School 

(IB Program)

Alana Dowdell
The Hotchkiss School

Kelsie Evans
New Manchester High 

School

Keanen Andrews
Phillips Exeter Academy

Andre Bennett
Westlake High School 

(Magnet Program)

Destiny Ellington
St. Mary’s School

Ryann Gholston
Phillips Exeter Academy

Tyler Armstrong
Church Farm School

Maya Copeland
Atlanta International School

Gabrielle Erawoc
A Better Chance of Andover

Kaleb Hammond
Church Farm School



Gregory Harris
Woodberry Forest School

Danae Pate
Asheville School

Damian Scott
McCallie School

Zariah Thompson
Holy Innocents’ Episcopal 

School

Jayla Jackson
Holy Innocents’ Episcopal 

School

Sydney Pettigrew
George School

Faith Sonime
The Thacher School

Anita Williams
North Atlanta High School

Joseph Milfort
McCallie School

Makayla Raines
Our Lady of Mercy Catholic 

High School

Jasmine Stewart
Milton High School

Nevaeh Williams
Sandy Creek High School
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Kameron Hayes
McCallie School

Summer Peaches
Georgia Cyber Academy

Isaac Smith
Westlake High School 

(Magnet Program)

JeRico Washington
Westlake High School 

(Magnet Program)
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The 8th grade class at RCA recently raised 
funds for South African schools. After 
months of holding bake sales and other 
forms of fundraising, they exceeded their 
goal of $15,000, the most any RCA class 
has ever raised.  

While in South Africa, the 8th grade class 
connected with Kliptown Youth Program, 
an organization for disadvantaged youth 
that provides tutoring, athletics and arts 
programs.

Through their fundraising efforts, 
RCA students were able to provide 
food and diapers for orphanages in 
Soweto, a township in Johannesburg. 
They also provided school supplies 
for schools and youth programs in the 
shanty towns there.

RCA 8th grade classes donate 
to South African schools and 
communities every year.

 South 
Africa 
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MOMENTS
2018-2019



THE RON CLARK ACADEMY   15

TO SEE MORE GREAT MOMENTS, FOLLOW 
@ronclarkacademy on Instagram
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RON CLARK
Cofounder, 

Mathematics, and 
Global Studies 

Teacher
 

KIM BEARDEN
Cofounder,

Exec. Director,
Language Arts 

Teacher
 

SUSAN 
BARNES

Fine Art Teacher
 

DR. CAMILLE 
JONES

Mathematics 
Teacher

 

DA’NALL
WILMER

Social Studies
Teacher

 

PAMELA 
HASKINS

Language Arts 
Teacher

RHONDA 
LOKEY

Social Studies
Teacher

STAFF

JUNIOR
BERNADIN

Dean of Students & 
Director of 
Technology

KIRK BROWN
Senior Director of 

Development
 

JOEY BARR
Finance
Manager

CHRISSI 
PEPITONE
Director of
Marketing 

HUTCH
MCMILLAN

Project Manager

RENITA 
BURNS

Office
Manager

ELEKTRA
THOMPSON

School Counselor

ALEJANDRO
URIA

Custodian

AUJAHUNA 
SMITH

Administrative
Assistant
RCA ‘10

MASTER EDUCATORS

KENNETH
ADAMS
Tutoring
Services

HOPE KING
Science Teacher

BEN WALKER
Physical 

Education Teacher
 

WADE KING
Director of 
Curriculum 

& Instruction
and Current Events 

DANIEL
THOMPSON

Science Teacher
 

CARRIE-JO 
WALLACE

Mathematics &
Science Teacher

KOREY
COLLINS

Reading Teacher

KYLE
WALCOTT 
Development

Officer
 

DAVID 
SPEARMAN  
Visual Media 

Manager 

NADIA
CHOCHOL
Experience
Coordinator

JAI SPRINGS 
Assistant
RCA ‘10

TULLY
MURRAY

Graphic Designer

DASIA 
KIRKLEY

Administrative 
Assistant
RCA ‘10

AUNGELITA
WILLIAMS

Educator Training
Coordinator
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TYREL 
COOPER

IT Specialist 

MARPESSA 
OLIVER

Accounting

MICHAEL
BONNER

Master Educator

DIANE KEMP
Master Educator 

J. AMEZQUA
Photographer

DR. YVETTE 
LEDFORD

Master Educator

TROY KEMP
Director of 
Transitions, 

Admissions, and 
Alumni RelationsJORDAN 

JONES WRIGHT
Assistant
RCA ‘10




